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ISSUE NO, 7

THE COAT TAIL MANDATE

Ly Steve O'Brien

Every few years the voters of California ars asked to pass a Park Bond proposition
so that the State, County, and City Parks can continue to acquire and develop park
and recreational facilities. This year the "Park Bond" proposition failed. What
does it mean?

Generally speaking it is just as difficult to determine why a proposition failed as
it is to explain why past propositions succeeded. The difference lies in the fact
that when we succeed we usually could care less why.

Unfortunately, it is a political fact that when park bond propositions are developed
the primary objective is not to accurately determine the public’s desires but rather to
insure the passage of the proposition. To this end an incredible number of far ranging
proposals are jammed intc one proposition in the hopes that each voter will find some-
thing he or she likes, and vote for that, regardless of how much else is tied along
with it. When and if the propositicn passes there is no way of determining which parts
were truly supported by the public and which were accepted as necessary evils. (cont pg 2)

TRASHCAN ADS OKed

COPPERTONE TO ADVERTISE ON STATE BEACHES

Several months ago, Coppertone Company came
to Sacramento and offered our Department
free barrels. These were 30 gallon and 50
gallon size oil drums, Coppertone offered
to deliver the drums, painted bright yellow,
if they could also advertise on the side,
The advertisement is a 1' x 3' yellow and
brown decal to be pasted on the side of each
barrel. Wording is ...
"Tan Don't Litter -
COPPERTONE
Dept of Parks and Recreation"
Along side is the traditional logo of the
dog tugging on the little girl's shorts.

The response from the Department was that
this could save us considerable money.
Coppertone agreed to buy the barrels, de- .
liver them, maintain the barrel with proper
painting and then assume the responsibility
of hauling the barrel off once it rusted
out or got smashed.

continued on page 3 OO &



| . | by St
Mﬁﬂdate from page 1 v eve O'Bzfien

When the last park bond proposition passed in 1976 was it becasuse people wanted more
fishing and hunting? More City and County Parks? More traditional State Parks?

More off road vehicle parks? If the public did vots for tne expansion of the State
Park System, did they do so with any real knowledge of what the Depariment planned to
do with the funds? Did we deliver what we proposed or did we significantly alter the
direction of the funds after they were approved?

In the case of a successful park bond issue the problem is compounded. Every special
interest group represented can claim that it was their issue which the public supported.
Yach group has the opportunity to thump their zhests and yell, "We have a mandate from
the people.”

This year the pattern was the same only in reverse. The problem goes beyond the fact
that the proposition failed. The deeper problem is that we do not know why it failed,
or which parts of the proposition failed to generate public support.

The confusion, whether through rejection or approval, will continue as long as park
funding is carried on im the present manner. Cramming every park related issue into
one all encompassing proposition denies the voter the chance to indlicate his or her
real choice. Until the Department, other agencies and supportive public and private
organizations adopt a system whereby the public is made aware of and given the choice
to choose between viable alternatives, the confusion and erratic suppert will continue.

Tn the future it is hoped that Park Bond propositions will be constructed so that the
electorate may vote not only on the entire proposition, but on a reasopable mmmber of
subsections. Failing that, the Department must turn to non electicn methods of measur-
ing the publics! will. The present system of holding a limited oumber of hearings
throughout the State only insures that organized special interest groups will continue
to develop. proposals that lack the support of the silent majority.

It has long been known that it is not necessary to measure the height of every man
in America to determine the average height of the American Male. A highly sophisti-
cated technology of sampling has been developed for the sales and marketing industry
as well as for those who wish to predict political issues. Our Department and other
govermment agencies must be willing to use these methods to gauge public opinion.

Randomly selected samples of a size which would accurately represent the public as

a whole need not be enormous in size. Such samples can be given sufficient and
accurate information on which to make intelligent decisions. If the results of these
studies are not used directly to determine Department goals they can, at least, be
used to prepare propositions for the general electorate that will have a higher proba-
bility of success than our present system. ‘

The greatest fear of isolating issues, such as traditional parks, ete. is that we

may still fail to win the support of the voters. This fear, although legitimate,

is not supported by the general voting record of the public over the last 50 years.

Tt is very possible that it is the enormity of funds requested in these all encompass-
ing propositions that cause rejection. Smaller isolated issues may well pass.

And if the greatest fears come true, then we must be willing to accept the will of the
voters. We must then redouble our efforts to make the public aware of the values and
services we seek to provide for them. is might be a hard pill to swaliow, but it
would be a good deal more honest and less confusingtian never knowing who is wearing
the coat and who riding on the coattails.
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What's next?

The proposal was approved by the Director
(Cahill) and Coppertone has gone ahead with
delivery to some Southern California State
Beaches., lowever, now the Dept of Finance,
Board of Control and others have gotten
into the act and said DPR shouldn't accept
the offer because it is "inappropriate
advertising'. The control agencies appar=-
ently now have the "ball in their court'.
Some city and county operated beaches al-
ready have them in place,

In a telephone interview with Keith
Caldwell, !lgr IV at leadquarters, Calif-
ornia Ranger learned that anticipated
savings on this cooperative venture could
reach $20,000, Caldwell tells CR that
"acceptance of the offer of barrels has
hit a snag with Finance General Services
and the Legislative Analysts. They aren't
agreed that advertising is appropriate.
Another criticism seems to be of the yel-
low color. Some are saving it should be
green and others say brown'. Caldwell re-
sponds on that point "What difference does
it make, we're getting the barrels for
free, let them (Coppertone) do it their
way'",

TAN, DON'T LITTER

LCoppertone

State of California

Dept. of Parks and Recreation

According to Richard Johmson, Chief
Ranger at San Diego Coast, the first
thing that struck most of his staff

was the inconsistency of the decal and
logo, with DPR rules and regulations.
Jany Southern California beach problems
center around those CAC violations.
(CAC 4322, 4312a, 4312d) When CR asked
Caldwell about this inconsistency, he
replied that this was the first he'd
heard of anyone bringing that point up,
but didn't see any problem with it,

This cooperative venture Letween Copper-
tone and DPR seems to be a first. The
usually ultra-conservative DPR has gone
just the opposite direction for decades.
Huch time, money and effort were spent
trying to eradicate advertising by
private enterprise, For example, the
removal of Foster-Kleiser bhillboards
from State Park property.

Now it seems in times of '"tight money"
DPR is searching for ways to keep from
making some cuts, Caldwell reports,

"we used to be very critical of things
like this for vears and vears. But,
remember that $20,000 represents one

and it's either take advantage of things
like this or lay off some people."

Dave Donahue, Maintenance Supervisor
SLCA, says the extra barrels are great.
He says it's easier to pick up trash

from barrels than off the ground

"Down in !lexico, Pepsi puts their ads on
the back of street signs and pavs for

the cost,'" comments Donahue. There
certainly is a precedent being estahblished
however, for the future., CSPRA President
Verardo was on vacation and unavailable
for comment, however Vice President Mike
Lynch responded by saying, "It sounds
ludicrous to re. I wonder what knowledge
the Park Commission had of this."

3



s DIRT BAG LET
GO WITA AN “OINK"
A | WALKED BY.

REPORT  JARGON

“f observed the suspect acting in a suspicious and turtive manner.”

During the past decades, there have been many changes in the meaning of words. For example,
the word "pot" used to mean a cooking utensil but now more commonly refers to Cannibis
sativa. Ranger reports have their own set of terms and phrases that are unique, The pro=
blem comes in translating the words from what they appear to mean into what they really do
mean,

For you supervisors and managers who are bored with seemingly meaningless phrases such as

"While on routine patrol..." or "This officer observed ..." here is a short list to assist

you in sifting the real meaning from what vou read.
WHAT IS REPORTED WHAT 1S IMEANT

I was out in the car because the coffee

shop had closed.

While on routine patrol...

The accident scene and the safety of It was raining.
the victims prevented this officer

from doing traffic control...

I observed the suspect acting in a
suspicious and furtive manner...

While effecting an arrest on the
suspect he violently resisted and
had to be physically restrained...

The camper was cited for multiple
CAC violations...

I gave the visitor a verbal warning
for an illegal fire...

Further action at that time was
deemed impossible due to existing
conditionsS...

.+« using only enough force to
restrain the suspect...

This dirt=-bag let go with an "OINK" as
I walked by.

I evened the score 'cause he ripped my
shirt.
I wrote one ticket for each swear word he

used.

She was a pood looking blonde and was
free after my shift,

It was my bowling night,

My favorite song is "Dropkick Me Jesus

~ Through The Goal Post of Life",



STATEMZNT OF DENZIL R. VIERARDO, PRESIDENT, CALIFORNIA STATE PARK RANGERS
ASSOCIATION TO THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT FOR
PROPOSED OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LEASE-SALE # 53, CENTRAL AND NORTHERN

~ CALIFORNIA. June 24

The California State Park Rangers Association, a professional organization
of approximately 600 individuals, is opposed to the ILease-Sale of #53 tracts
for the following reasons:

1. The environmental risks are too great,
The potential for polluted beaches, reduced sea otter population, and a
negative impact on other forms of aquatic life due to an oil spill is a
real concern,

2., The areas included in the proposed lease-sale are among the most signifi-
cant scenic and natural areas in California,
There are two areas in the proposed tracts, Pt., Lobos State Reserve and Ano
Nuevo State Reserve which have been afforded the highest protected status
in California--that of a State Reserve, A State Reserve is an area whose
natural resources are deemed so valuable that it is set aside to be pre-
served in that natural state forever. Section 5019.65 of the Public
Resources Code of the State of California states that, "State reserves con-
sist of areas embracing outstanding natural or scenic characteristics of
statewide significance, The purpose of a state reserve is to preserve
its native ecological associations, unique faunal or floral characteristics,
geological features, and scenic qualities in a condition of undisturbed
integrity. Resource manipulation shall be restricted to the minimum
required to negate the deleterious influence of man,"” It seems from
our perspective grossly inappropriate for the Federal Government to come

. into an area, which the people of the State of California have set aside as

* so precious as to warrant the highest level of environmental protection

afforded by State Government, with a development which could render that
state protected status meaningless., Both Pt, Lobos and Ano Nuevo State
Reserves could be adversely affected by an oil spill in the tract area,
Pt. Lobos has been deemed one of "the greatest meetings of land and water on
earth,” Ano Nuevo is one of the very few places in the world where the
elephant seal will bear its young. Envirommental damage to these areas
would eliminate or at the least damage, perhaps irreparable, two outstanding
examples of our natural heritage. The few barrels of oil which would be
extracted for a limited, finite need has the potential of inducing this
environmental damage,
In addition, there are at least 45 state beaches which could potentially
be affected scenically and environmentally by the proposed lease-sale,
Scenic resources should not be taken lightly., An unspoiled vista is as
worthy of saving as is a precious sea otter. In the proposed lease-sale
we could lose both, The California State Park Rangers Association wants
our children's heritage protected, We do not want to be looked upon as the
generation which squandered the natural resource heritage of the future for
30 days of oil.

3. The effect on the economy could be negatively significant,

Reduced fishing capacity which would result in an economic impact on
commercial fishermen, as well as a potentially reduced tourist industry
could ultimately prove damaging to many California communities. The
beaches and scenic attractions of Monterey Bay are the lifeblood of cities
such as Santa Cruz and Monterey, :

Ultimately, a decision must be made as to whether a limited amount of oil is
worth despoiling an invaluable and priceless natural resource which we hold in
trust for the future. The California State Park Rangers Association believes
the price per barrel of oil in terms of potential environmental degredation is
far too high. - !



o HowW YOU CAN TELL WHEN IT'S GOING TO BE A ROTTEN DAY
PARK Rmem You wake up face down on the pavement.
You put your bra on backward and 1t fits better.
CARE * You call Suicide Prevention and they put you on hold..
/——-W You see a "60 Minutes" news team waiting in your office.
i ¢ Your birthday cake collapses from the weight of the candles.
ou ?‘IP-MF Q‘;s?ﬂs
o ¢ WS ]

Your son tells you he wishes Anita Bryant would mind her own business.
AL IR L o XE lVﬂ N i .
”ﬁ%@\‘a» w P o { ; 5 You want to put on the clothes you wore home from the party and there

=N Al fm g aren't any.
oS [ TRC sent T“ uPFw‘ 0 .
;\.‘«Vrf@ ML]L//DS e " ‘i;a{ You turn on the news and they're showing emergency routes out of the city.
IHPELS o - =y . . s
me(u\;/gv;,ﬁj o\"D A Your twin sister forgot your birthday.

o—o eco\QSB e " You wake up and discover your waterbed broke and then you realize that
you don’t have a waterbed.
Your car horn goes off accidentally and remains stuck ag you follow a
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group of Hell's Angels on the freeway.
Your wife wakes up feeling amorous and you have a headache,
Your boss tells you not to bother to take off your coat.
The bird singing outside your window is a buzzard.
You wake up and your braces are locked together.
You call your answering service and they tell you it's none of your
business.
Your blind date turns out to be your ex-wife.
Your income tax check bounces.
You put both contact lenses in the same eye.
Your pet rock snaps at you.

Your wife says, "Good morning, Bill" and your name is George.

Author Unknown ... But Troubled
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Things that aren't what they seem...,

What's in a name? A lot of misinformation
if these 11 examples are any indication.
1. A firefly is not fly - it's a beetle.
2. A prairie dog is not a dog - it's a
rodent.
3. India ink is not from India - it's
from China and Egypt.
4, A horned toad is not a toad - it's
a lizard.
5, A lead pencil contains no lead - it
contains graphite,
6. A Douglas fir tree is not a fir -
it's a pine.
7. A silkworm is not a worm - it's a
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9, A panda bear is not a bear - it's a
raccoon relative,

10. An English horn is not English and
not a horn - it's an alto aboe from
France,

11, Shortbread is not a bread - it's a
thick cookie.



Manual  Update

Recently I got a look at the unofficial

lefuglo State Beach Park Aid operations
manual. Some talented employees apparently
decided the official manual didn't cover
all aspects of seasonal orientation and

training.

For example under a section titled "Park
Aid"'s Guide to 'answers to the most fre-
quently asked questions'" I found ...

Q: What is the quickest way to Gaviota

SC B.?
A: You don't want to know,
0: What kind of birds are those running

on the beach?
Robins.

Is the store open?
No.

.

Where can I go to “dump?
There are restrooms across from the
store.
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The 'Manual' also included graphic examples
of "incompatible activities", such as ...
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CALIFORNIA RANGER, Published by The California State Park Rangers
Assoclation for its members as a monthly newsletter, Contributions
should be mailed to Jeffery B, Price, Editor. Deadline for material
is 25th of each month for the next months issue, T.0. Box 1468,
Borrepo Springs, CA 92004,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Please send old and new address to Doug Brvee,
Executive Secretary, P,0. Box 28366, Sacramenta, CA 95828, Allow
30 days for change of address to take effect.

Also covered in a special section on “Emer=-
gency Situations", were examples of what to
do and not to do, llere are a few of those

I could print and still retain claim as
a "professional'.
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Letters

Adr. Peter Dangermond, Director
Department of Parks & Recreation

Dear lir. Dangermond:

Congratulations on your appointment as
Birector of the California State Park
System. Should the California State Park
Rangers Association be of any assistance to
you in your transition, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me, I am looking forward
to meeting vou, and maintaining open lines
of communication between the Director's
Dffice and our Association.

Best wishes for a successful administra-
tion.

Denzil R. Verardo, President

"CALIPORNIA RANGTR"
Jeffery B. Price, Editor
P.O. Box 1468

Borrego Springs, CA 92004
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