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Honorary Membership Noeminations Open

by John Mott

Do you know someone who has made outstanding contributions to the California
State Park System and the objectives of the California State Park Rangers
Association? Wouldn't they enjoy being formally recognized for their
accomplishments? Why not nominate them for Honorary Membership in CSPRA?
The Board of Directors will be acting on all nominations in early January,
No later than 12/31/84 be sure to send your nomination to: Honorary
Member Committee, Chairman John D. Mott, 2975 Graham Hill Road, Santa Cruz,
Ca 95060,

To nominate a candidate, send the commitiee the following information:

- Nominee's name, address, phone and brief resume.

- Nominating CSPRA member(sg name(s). A petition format is fine.

- What has nominee done to make outstanding contributions to the State
Park System and the objectives of the California State Park Rangers
Association? (Ideal candidates will have made regional or statewide
contributions).

The winning candidate will receive a beautiful plaque, all rights and
privileges of Associate membership, and formal recognition at the 1885
Conference Banquet this March,

The Committee encourages members to submit all nominations prior to the
12/31 deadline in case further information or clarification is required,

Current CSPRA Honorary members include: Joe and Katheryn Stone, James
Whitehead, Vern Whittaker, William Penn Mott, Jr., Harriet Allen, Phil
Geiger, Barl Hanson, Howard King, Edward Dolder, Clande A, (Tony) Look,
Everett Powell, William Goodall, Josephine P, Read, Bertram K, Dunshee,
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Please send me more information on
the benefits of CSPRA membership.

name

street

city state zip

Clip and mail to Doug Bryce, CSPRA
P.O. Box 28366, Sacto, CA 95828

CHANGING
YOUR
ADDRESS?

Please Print
ame

OLD ADDRESS

Street

City
KEW ADDRESS

State  Zip

Street

City State  Zip

Send tol
Doug Bryce

P.0. Box 28366
Sacramento, CA 95828

Full Body Wetsuit
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CSPRA NEWSLETTER Published for its members by the California State Park
Rangers Association, Jeff Price, President. FEditor: Mark Faull, P.0.Box 26,
Cantil, California 93519. Publication deadline 15th of each month. CSPRA
is a tax exempt corporation. Dues are tax deductible.

IRS #23-7088236

CHANGE OF ADDRESS Contact Doug Bryce, Box 28366, Sacramento, CA 95828
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Harriet "Petey™ Weaver, and Joseph Houghtelling. Deceased Honorary Mem-
bers include: Ansel Adams, Pearl Chase, Walt Disney, Percy French, Verna
Dunshee, Newton B, Drury, Joseph R. Knowland and Harry L. Blaisdell, Sr,

Many people have made outstanding contributions to the greatness of our

State Park System. Submit your nominations without furtiher delay.

PREEZIDENT
Jeff Price
54 Alecetraz Avenue

Helf Moon Bay, CA& 94019

Work (zusg 726-623R
Home (415} 726-4273

VICE PRESIDENT
Joan CGrammer
2525 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95816

Work (916) 920-6821
Home (916) 447-7011

EXECUTIVE MANAGER
Doug Bryce
P.0. Box 2P356

Sacramento, CA 95R2R

Home (916) 383-2530

WAYS AND MEANS
Denzil Verardo
10899 Palm Street

Castroville, CA 95012

Work (uos; 649-2954
Home {408} 633-2726

PARK INTEGRITY

Ken Gray

69 Water Glen Clrcle
Sacramento, CA 95826
Work (916) 32u-1R28
Home (916) 386-0527

NEWSLETTER
Mark Faull

Red Rock Canyon State Park

P.0. Box 26
Cantil, CA 93519
Sorry. no phones

DIRECTCR

Danlel Abeyta

Big Easln State Park
Big Basin. CA 95006
Wark (uoa; 338-6132
Home (40R) 338-665)

TREASURER

Ken Gray

69 Water Glen Circle
Sacramento, CA 95826
Wark {9153 324-1828
Home {916) 13B6-0527

INSTALLATIONS
James Whitehead
2569 Yia Pisa

Del Mar, CA 92014
Home (619) 755-0826

RETIRED MEMBERS

Joe McCall

9028 Tallsman Drive
Sacramento, CA 95826
Home {916) 363-7566

85 CONVENTICN

EDUCATICN AND TRAINING

CAL RANGER

P.0. Box 28366

Sacramento, CA 95828
ERYIRONMENTAL ISSUES
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DIRECTCR
Rick Parmer
P.0. Box 85
ElL Granada, CA 94018
Work (tus; 557-4069
Home (415) 726-6516

DIRECTCR

Bob Grace

3040 Adobe Road

Red Bluff, CA 96080
Work f916; 527-5927
Home (916) 529-1071

HISTORTAN

Al Salzgeber

5511 Calle Arena
Carpenteria, CA 93013
Home (B05) 6B4-4700

NOMINATIONS, HON MEMBERS

John Kott
2995 Graham H11l Road
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Work {408B) 335-4598
Home (40B) 438-6763

MAINTENANCE

Larry Tlerney

308 B Park Avenue
Capitola, CA 95010
Work (4083 938-4124
Home (408) 462-1523

SPPOAC INTERPRETIVE
Donna Pozzi

300 23rd Streat
Sacramento, CA 95816
Work { 209; SLB-7782
Home {916) 443-3359
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by Roger Nelson

A Roadside Guide to Compressed Critters

My first introduction to the usefulness of compacted creatures came during
a period of abject poverty known as being a College Student. During summer
break in the hot baking vastness of the central valley some agricultural
acquaintances too far removed from civilized shopping emporiums tec have
access to a new fad called "frisbee" demonstrated a country equivalent they
called a "cat fly".

The flat, very firm and hard baked disc was not altogether satisfactory.
The balance was poor and some residual fur made catching the thing well
nigh impossible, It demonstrated, however, ‘there could be a certain use-
fulness in found objects,

Since that time I have noticed a marked reluctance among most people to

even mention “flat cats," "sail rabbits,” and other road kills, regardless

of their numbers, their ecological significance, their recreational potential,
or their penchant for accretion.

5till, there comes a moment for everyone when cruising down the highway of
life that the head swivels for one last backward glance and we wonder out
loud: "What was that thing?" This guide was created to answer that question.

Dichotomous Key to Roadside Remains - Begin with number one and read both
(a) and (b). Choose the statement which is true for the remains you wish
to identify. At the end of the statement is a number. Find this number
further along in the key and again choose between (a) and (b) statements,
Continue in this way until your chosen statement leads to an identification.

1(a) Has fur or featherS..............go to &.
1(b) No fur or featherS...c...cvivsevs.go to 2.
2(ag Has smooth or scaly covering.....go to 3.
2(b) Hard plate-like remains, or sSpines.......go to 5.

3(a) Is about ten times longer than it is wide, or is long round and
skinny for the most part with a couple of wide flat spots. This is a
snake., 1In the first case it was slithering in the same direction as the
highway, in the second case, it was attempting to cross the highway.
3(b) Small featureless blob., Other reptiles such as lizards, or frogs,
and toads. At certain times of the year amphibians such as frogs, toads,
and newts commit mass suicides attempting to cross our highways. The
carnage is reminiscent of the great migrations of lemmings.

Continued on next page

4



The Classic Sail Rabbit after arguing

right-of-way with a Mac truck. 3(b) Frog or toad.
4(a) Covered with fuUT..evevecnsasnnsnn ..&o0 to 6,
L{h) Covered with feathers. Undoubtedly a bird......go to 9.

5(a) Looks much like a smashed flowerpot. In outline nearly circular with
Jjust a hint of legs and tail, This was a turtle,

5(b) Can cause severe tire damage. This was a porcupine. Do not attempt
to pick up., Remove from roadway with a shovel or stick.

é(ag Spread out over several hundred yards. Has an appearance something
like raw hamburger with lots of ketchup. Cow, deer or other large animal.
6(b) The same size or smaller than an LP...........g0 to 7.

7(a) Odor absent or rotten,..... go to 8.

7(b) Smells like a skunk. You guessed it!

8(a) Traces of leather, plastic, or other man-made artifacts.....go to 9.
8(b) Could be any small common mammzl such as raccoon, opposum, gopher,
rat, mouse, etc. If there is enough fur left to judge coloring you may
find this animal in another book. Otherwise, who cares?

9(a) No bigger than Hostess fruit pie. Probably a small insect catching
bird such as swallow, starling or blackbird.

9(b) Size of large combination pizza(or bigger). Location, color and size
will help to identify as domestic chicken, duck or goose. If large, may
be scavenger such as a Turkey Vulturs. Vultures are often involved in
the acecretion process where one small road kill snowballs in a chain
reaction attracting scavengers out into the readway to feed upon the re-
mains and then becoming a victim themselves,

10(a) Traces of sharp skinny claws. A domestic cat, If old, flat and
hard enough can be substituted for a Frisbee,

10(b) Traces of rope, chain, leather etc, eepecially a small flat metal
disc or tag. Domestic dog. Prevalence of these animals on our highways
is one reason for county leash laws,

3(a) Snake heading north 1n the southbound
lane

Continued on next page



For those featureless blobs that defy this simple key a solution is readily
at hand, Just slip the unidentified animal into a large manila envelope
and mail to the university, zco or museum of your choice for an expert
opinion. Don't worry if you are not sure of the address., The postal
service maintains a dead letter office for just that eventuality. y<”

5{a) A turtle in presentation condition.

4(b) Undoubtedly a bird,

Aome the Newsletter

Thanks are in order to all individuals who submitted suggestions to endow
our newsletter with a more stylish title. The list of your proposed ti-
tles was submitted to the CSPRA Board in September. Unbeknownst to the
editor the Board had made a decision to re-examine and alter the format

of both the Cal Ranger and the Newsletter. Consequently, renaming the
Newsletter has been indefinitely postponed. THANK YOU all for your enthu-

siastic participation!
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Possible Fileld Trips

SPRING WILDFLOWERS - Adequate precipitation should transform the Antelope
Valley Poppy Heserve into a lush carpet of wildflowers.

SAN ANDREAS FAULT - Stand on top of the famous "Palmdale Bulge." Follow
the desert trace of this major crustal fault.

DESERT TORTOISE - Learn about these desert adapted animals at the BlM's
Desert Tortoise Natural Area near California City.

NASA TOUR - Enjoy the Edwards Air Force Base NASA facilities while acquir-
ing knowledge about the multitude of their ongoing programs.

MOJAVE MINING TOUR - Between the Tropico and Rand Mining Districis nearly
40 million dollars in gold and silver have been recovered.

DESERT FOSSILS — The bluffs of Red Rock Canyon State Park yield more than

just bright colors. Encased in the sandstone layering is one of the
richest mammalian fossil assemblages in the western United States.
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P.0. Box 26, Cantil, CA 93519

MICHAEL A. WHITEHEAD
F. 0. BOX 3537
IDYLLWILD CA %2349
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Crags Update

The California Department of Parks and Recreation has reportedly abandoned
a possible land exchange with Southern Pacific (SP). Approximately two
years ago 830 forested acres of undeveloped state land across the Sacra-
mento River from Castle Crags State Park was suggested as a trade parcel
in a swap to obtain 1711 acres of SP inholdings high on Castle Crags.
Because the 830 state acres were forested in comparison to SP's 1711
acres of granite peaks and brush, a second SP parcel of railroad track
in Sacramento was added to the exchange. As negotiations continued the
value of the Sacramento track was escalated to equal that of the state's
830 acres and the exchange proceeded without the original 1711 acres of
inholdings. CSPRA opposed this altered land swap agreement. With the
help of local political support and editorials this land exchange has

apparently ceased. .
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