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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

Taken from a seminar by Darryl Dokes

Each vear claims against the State
resulting from accidents amount to
millions of dollarve. “Single "set-
tlements can often run upwards of
three million, with the average
ézaim being 3.6 million.

@at of the 260 olus uﬁits of . the
State Park System, approximately
one hazf are wate& orientated
{lakes, ocean or river frontage).
,Szem th@gas hundreds of water

elated accidents occur, primarily

_accldents, resulting in
z%iga;&ﬁﬁ against th tate.
y%fa;se fzgié investigation
s&&g%i7'§, lacks, the claimants
have =& g&@ugs@fgg track g%c&rﬁ in

'@ggtw ﬁga;sgt iﬁe state.
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Dokes suggesets that we transfer
the care of the victim over ¢to
the emergency medical team.
Mosgt @ countieg are equipped  with
EMT 11 level or better rescue
units. Even 1f the ambulance
crew are EMT 1's, as many Rangers
are, the ambulance crew, by the

very nature of their ob generally
have more experience and better
equipment to provide emergency
care than Rangeis. '

With the transfer of the patient's

care =20 goes scne of the
responsibility and with it
liability.

Secondary to the victim's

stabilization is the gathering of
statements and evidence to doc-
the accident.

 Dokes stresses the importance of
Mzﬁiéf$?€@1§§ wz%ﬁgssés dimmediatly
ot ”Hi%% accident. Many times

statements will be more
the scens then hours

after the accident.
Dokes says, atter the

victim or his party receive
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_contain some changes. 1In  future
_issues vou'll see new features and
additions as we develop a long
term plan. 1 hope you like
what vou'll be reading.

Taking charge of the NEWSLETTER is
exciting for me. 1 hope Lo be able

to  provide you with a profes-
gsional, interesting and inform-
ative newsletter.

In upcoming issues loock for a
series on the CSPRA officers and
committee chairs, a column on
current evente within our
profession, a gchedule of
upcoming events or special
programs, and morel ,

Retired Ranger Art Richter's wife
Helen  is seriocusly ill. Her
family has said she would enjoy

hearing from her "old friends’,
Letters or phone calls would be
appreciated.

_ Helen Richter

124 I,a Cienega Rd.
_ San Marcos CA 92069
~ [619) 744-1492

 EDITOR'S NOTES

_issue of the NEWSLETTER will

1 plan to develop a Letter to  the
Editor column and invite vyou to
send vour thoughts, suggestions,
gripes or ideas. What Dbetter way
o make vour concerns  known to
many within our profession?

¥

The most important task 1 envisage
ig to keep CSPRA members informed
on what is  happening within the

v
f

profession. The new programs
that are being developed, and the
opportunities for perzonal
betterment.

CSPRA is an active and bu

8y
organization. The NEWSLETTER will
keep vyou informed on the progress
CSPRA is making in your behalf.

OLD FRIENDS

Art wovked a8 a Ranger I at Anza
Borrego, Millerton Lake SRA, Fort
Tejon SHP as well as other parks.
He retired a few yvears ago.

and  Helen drop
vou kniow
give them the

If vou know Art
them @& line, oy if
Friends of theirs,
Richter's address.

Your letter will brighten her day.
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_Fditor's  HNote:

Dokes, continued from page-l

counsgel they are reminded of the
“deep pockets” of the state.
Their statements days after the
incident may Dbe different than in
the field.

Dokes presented the following as
gsuggestions for investigation
techniques.

Observations on the pergon's
sobriety, or indications that the
victim was taking drugs, will be
it may guggest - an
aitezeé state of mind that would
affect the victim's judgment.

A search for objects that may have
been instrumental in causing the
accident is  essential. Obldects
such  as sublerged. tree stumps
or - rocks should be mapped and
recorded,; as should a bottom
that is free from cobjects.

The State's success in §€f%§di§§

itgelf against claims that
involve submerged obstacles is
low. However, those claims that
Bgult from the injured
striking the lake'sg bottom
directly without submerged

obstacles, are more defensible.

Darryl Dokes . is
 Office. He often represents the state on behalf of the Department of
_ Parks and Recreation in accident related claims, most stemming from
ﬁi?lﬁﬁ accidents. His presentation was given to Rangers from = Folsum
: Four Rivers and San Joaquin Valley Districts at Millerton Lake on

Therefore, a careful survey of the
water's bottom;, is  then ‘essential
to a successful  defense. Some
lakels water level vary drama-
tically allowing photos.

When dnterviewing the witnesses da-
ermine how the victim entered the
water. Did they dive in, or
belly  flop? What was the angle
of their dive? How far did they
Jump and what were their
actions after they entered the
water? Did they float, did the
friends/witnesses  think they were
just  playing or goofing around?
Were they familiar with the
lake or was this their first visit?

The method of the injured's
removal is equally important.
Were they removed with caution, in
a proper and safe manner, or just

hauled out and . dumped on  tne
shore? Who provided for their

care and what care was given, were
the providers certified in first
aid or CPR?

As many statements, observations,
pictures and recordings as possible
should be included. All of which
will help in the State's defense.

ERE

a deputy for the Attorny General's

page-3



A

CSPRA Board meeting highlights

The CSPRA Board of Directors met BSeptember 14 at the Sacramento
Airport. The meeting was called to order by President Price at 0910
hours and those present were:

Jeff Price President
Rick Parmer Vice Pressgident
Ken Gray Treasurer
Michael Whitehead Director
Fred Jes Director
Doug Bryoe Executive Manager
Joe McCall Chairman Retired
Committee
SUBJECT : ACTION TAKEN:

Last meeting minutes Approved

Reports A1l presen submitted reports and
discussed their activities over the last
periocd.

Bill Krumbein represented CSPRA at . the
Santa Rosa Park & Rec. Commission meeting
and conveyed the Board's resclution on the
Sonoma Barracks.

£f£ P
i

e ice met with PRAC regarding GEC in
o 465 s

¥
d

Gy
)

Mike Whitehead coordinated an  investi-
gation and wrote  EIR comments on the
expansion of a radio tower site in Palomar
Munts. B.B.

Trust for Public Land sent
appreciation for CSPRA's efforts in the
Cascade Ranch acguisition.

Rick Parmer and Donna Pozzi attended the
July SPPOAC Interpretive Committee
meeting.

Parmer and Jerry Meral presented testimony
for a July legislative hearing on AB 1427
which passed out of committee.

cont. on page-5
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Reports cont,

1986 conferencs

BIC commnittee

Marketing

Newsletter

Next Board Meeting

continued from page-4

Mike Whitehead was active with the
Legislative Monitor column and continued
to research subjects for bill topics for
CSPRA/PCL sponsorship.

Whitehead also represented CSPRA at the
Park and Recreation Commission meeting in
San Diego. '

The Roard discussed subjects, activities
and speakers for the Concord conference.

CSPRA sent $100 to CAW encouraging them
to use it and our name to assist with the
problem of bottles and broken glass on our
beaches.

The Board decided to improve the
NEWSLETTER and invite the editor
or representative to all Board meetings.

Whitehead will look into re~doing the belt
buckle produced by Miles Standish.

Price will send =z letter of direction and
policy to Steve Horvitz appointing him
sditor. Horvitz will edit the
NEWSLETTER until January when the Board
will “decide whether to combine NEWSLETTER
& CAL RANGER. Bryce will oprint a CAL
RANGER in December.

January 11, 1986 at the Holiday Inn in
Concord will be the next CSPRA Board
meeting.

Regular Members ...
Retired Menbers ...
Voting Members . ses
- Honorary Members ....
Supporting Members ..
otal Members .....

e

CSPRA membership September, 1985
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_ _ingredient.

 Waere

PRESIDENT'

A number of interesting things
have happened in California’

State Parks over the past month.
I'd 1like +to share some thoughts
with vou on three of them; a E%gw
islative success, an ad campaign

Fl

and an apparent deficit.

1.) ©Of the many phone calls for
CSPRA I have received recently,
one was %S§§Qiaizg good news:  The
ctor's i%§4s?ati¥% office
te morning on Sepiember
me that the  Governor
signed AB 1427 wvﬁta§
The bill, dubbe The
Camper Tax Bill, closes a §@§§hsi@
in the . State's Hevenus and
Taxation code. It used to ‘allow
cities to assess a é to B  percent
transient occupancy tax on State
Park ﬂaﬁ@g*@uéé% gimple
rewording of code.,
Hangers not
money for the
of the complaints
administrative overhead.

asgﬁgzaaeé

CSPRA had a i
sponsor  for
thﬁﬂ&ﬁh both
the overnor ' s
ﬁ&mb%§§§i§
Conservation League was probably
the single most important
PCL's staff guided us
political maze and
invaluable. Of course, PCL
asked for experts on Camper Tax
problems and people like Tom Nixon
at Carpinteria, Linda Fletcher at
San Luis Obispo and John Bollinger
Half Moon Bay were willing to
te and make calls. Tom Nixon

Planning

through the

cont.

S MESSAGE

was wiliﬁg to. go to geveral
hearings in Sacramento to rid  the
Park System of this tax. CSPRA's
Ken Gray coordinated the year long
push with PCL's Dr. Gerald Meral
to keep the bill moving.

We t%ank the

Office and

Attorney General's
especially Bill Briner
anﬁ his legislative staff in
our Department; for going . on
record as supporting AB 1427

0f course all of thi
bacausse %ggeméiymaﬁ Jim Costa
believed in Cus -and cagreed.  to
$§ég§@§ AB 1427. . Thanks to him
and his industrious administrative
assistents

was possibl

miich S interested
Iinto
?e%i

am - very
£5 ?$§
with

mamnber

iﬁt%resiinga

involved with

please send me

public, your gag%zv
seasgonal staff.
opinion, who benefits
from such a cooperative?

your
your
mosth

As of October 1, only one unit I
know  of has had any boxtops
turned in for admission. At Los
Lagos, Carl Maier has four locked
up in his office for safekeeping,
I hear. Anyone else amassing
boxtops?

on page-7




3.) Estimates are that it takes instructor rosters.

about one million dollars an-

nually to operate the Department's Superintendent's aren't rewarded
training program and the william  or even recognized when they

I
&
=

Penn Mott, Jr. Training Center, support training programns.
Funding currently falls short by What's in it for them, when
about 25%. My guestion was how the vrewards are non-existant and
does the Training Center operate? they ses pecple~-poor
Do we have a deficit spending programs developing in their
program like the National Debt? istricts? It seens a
, ' precarious method,; to balance
the Training Center's DPR's training program on  the
is actually being made aver shrinking resources
om filed operations in the available to field managers.

form of ~donated instructor and
staff sunport. Each  District I'm proud to be a product of the
Superintendent who grants one of DPR training system. I'm proud of
his/her emplovees time off to the proffessional sttitude which

P

travel to Pacific Grove and supports training. I'm worried
instruct or assist with a class about the future of this program

ctually underwrites part of the and its long-term health. What are
DPR Training bDeficit. the solutions that would get us
. . out of this predicament? Are we
ie voiuntary, Traine really in: jeopardy and operating
ordinators | a8t the in a deficit with our Training
Center devend entirely on Center? Districts shouldn't feel
. araces of District taxed when they provide
ents. - instructors but how  can they be
, reimbursed? Is a  "bootleg"
This Department '=s = training training program that depends on
program, reputed to be one ofF the donations going to survive?
est dn the rpation,  makes it on '
the ability of a Training ,
Coordinator to  beg for helpl CEPRA would appreciate vour
I've seen it. 1've gotten those thoughts in the form of letters or
calls  agking for personnel and articles to the NEWSLETTER on
eguipment to fil1l &  gap in these and any other issues.

by Jeff Price CSPRA President

Send your comments or thoughts to the CEPRA HNEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 1701,
Coarsegold. CA 93614 209-683-+6855




DECLINE OF

A San Diego Newspaper recently ran
an article highlighting problens
within the State Park System.

Referring to a lack of personnel
they sight figures of a work force
that has fallen by 12% while visi-
tation increased by 37% from 1975.

With problems ranging from
¥, ..garbage from vigitors at the
parks..” to "...vandalism, = rape,
muggings and murder...". They
feel the chief cause is a lack
of staffing, as a result of the
failure to approve an increase of
funding to support a larger staff.

STATE PARKE?

In a response to the article, and
in an attempt to prod the BState
Legislature to address the
staffing problem, CSPRA will con-
sider a letter requesting legisla-
tive action to halt this decline.

While CSPRA understands = the need
for +the State's work force to stay
within & managable level, it is
concerned that the quality of
gservice to visitors of State Parks
will erode without additional
staffing.

The draft of this letter is pres-
ently under consideration.

STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETINGS

next Park and Recreation Commission Meetings will be held on the
following dates and places:

DATE: LOCATION:

10/11/85 Los Angeles

TOPICS:

Baldwin Hills State Recreation Area

General Plan amendment

Castaic Lake State Recreation Area
General Plan amendment

New proposals for 1984 bond act
projects

',11/8j85 Monterey

12f13]8§ Open

See page 9

Not scheduled as of 6/12

',hése are public meetings and all members are welcome.




MAINTENANCE WO

A pumber - of  maintensnce workers
have joined to develop their own
agsociation. The California Park
Maintenance Workers Associaton:

Several park units were
represented at o neeting held in
Castroville in July. At this
July meeting a schedual of future

RKER'S ASSOCIATION

CSPRA Vice President Rick Parmer
sent the new Maintenance Worker's
Association a letter of support.

The association has developed a
newsletrer. To contact the
editor write to  PMWA, at 625 w.
Cornell, Fresnc CA 93705. '

meetings was planned as a way to For more information contact Larry
inform others in maintenance of Tierney, 2973 Graham Hill Rd.,
the association. ‘ Santa Cruz CA 95060,

IN THE NEAR FUTURE...

Over the next 30 days the SBtate
meet twice:

Pa

¥k and Recreation Commission “will

First: At the Borrego Springs Youth Center, Qircie i Road, Borrego
' Springs, at 7 E.M., October 15, 19 The Commission

will be vryeceiving testimony on the §z§§®g%é wilderness
boundary adjustments for the Santa Rosa  Mountains
State Wilderness in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. The
Committee will report its findings to the full Commission
for. a decision at  a future mesting. Copies of this
proposal are available at Regional offices.
This is & special hearin - a committee meeting of the Park
and Recreation QS@%;SSlﬁﬁg

Second: Will Dbe at the City Council = Chambers, Pacific = and
Madison gtf%étgg Monterey, at 9 A.M., November 8, 1985,
The hearing will be to approve  or disapprove the
§a§§§§ﬁ?z,§rgjegt classification and the proposed Carmel
River Natural Preserve classification; the on-premises sale
of beer and wine with meals on a dinner boat, and the
off-premises sale of beer and wine at a campstors
concession at the Lake Natoma area of Folsom Lake State
Recreation Areas; and to accept new proposals for 1984

Bond gét'@f&jésts*

For more inf

ormation call 916-324-=

76: Lorraine Heneretty.
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Thanks ever so much Tor the copy of “&tate Parks of California.” 1
particularly liked the cowver photograph of Ewerald Bay at lake Tahow,
ane of the most beautitul sights dn the PEh Azpenbly Diztrict,

Because o many oFf the park Feacilities are locabed in the Fth Diztriat,
vou can bet that it will bhe put to good use and kepl close at el For
Fgady reterenae.,

forenlly #?ﬁ?*f?%?% the thoughtfulness of you and your wcollgagues Tor
xE ed}ng it o to me. I oalwo apreciste the aszisztance and suppart that the

Ak z@iznn has rendered over the years,

s

(Norman R, Haters, wmenber of the azsenbly 7ih prade dode-Clhimdr
aurdeuiture copnitiee)

W
Hear Frisnd Dovg,

Mope this ds nob wmy la one, but owmy coming birthday Dec. S (R0 years)

one helluva lowg time Yor an old renegade like me. My cane and cr gl ey
are my wongtant companionz. MWy legs hold we up Like wet apauhetdi and

my head spins like & top when I stand up.

Besd wivhes bo ail wy old Trienids. T any of bhen are down Shily way

Fa 2 £
stop in, I am home P0% of the time. My wish iz Tor & long & happy lLite
Foar vou & yourss

Gane Velzy
G oretived CRPRA menberl

Lo
o
o
=
i

Wi
Dear MNr. Price,

Thank vou Tor sending ne the book, “State Parks of Calitforniag?. 1t
will he mazt helptul in providing backgraound intormatin and I will read
it with interest. I alzo appreciate vour ofver to wvizit various park
unitz. I plan to vizit many local parks this Yell and hoepe to atile to
talk with the rangers at the ting.

I Feel the park systen iz a credit to the State and that The rangrs are
& mozt fmportant pard of providing and waintaining a guadl ity
environment and agree thal keeping Calitornia’s Btalte Park Systen
erficient, uparaded and adeguately cared Yor iz of malor importanag.
an looking Tormard to working with the Calitornia Htate Park Rangers
Association over the next Four vears In aoconplizhing nutual goals.

Hardeis Wilson Hobbz
fMarcia Nilsoan Hobbs in g Park Connizsicrn mnemnber)
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PRESIDENT

Jeff Price

318 Center Lane ,
Santa Paula CA %3@@8
work (805) 654-4611
. home (805) 525-0807

DIRECTOR

Frederick Jee

P.0O. Box 483

Borrego Springs Q% 892004
work 5&3%} 767-5311

home (619) 767-3674

EXECUTIVE §£§é§§§

Doug Bryce

P.O. Box 28366 .
Sacramento SA gg@gg,,
home (916)

WAYS & %QA§§5
Sen21i Ver aﬁﬁ[
i@%%% §&$m Stf

424 Noice Drive,
 Watsonville CA 93906

_ SPPOAC INTERPRETIVE

_ Donna Pozzi

300 2314 st.

~ Sacramento CA 95816
_ work (209) 948-7782

~ home (516) 443-3559

CFEICERS

~ VICE PRESIDENT

Rick Parmer ,
$24

work (415) 557-4069
home (408) 443-1580

DIRECTOR

Bob dGrace

3040 Adobe R4,

Bed Bluff O 96080
work (916} 527-5927
home (216} 529=1071

INSTALLATIONS
James Whitehead
2569 Yia Pisa

Del Mar CA 92014

home {éi%}'?§§w§82é

§@%Z§%?ES§S/§§§ EEMEEES

__ John Mottt ,
. 120-8 ﬁﬁ?isia?
ﬂygcstts Valley CA 95066

@akg Qr.

tk (408) 335-4598

_home (408) 438-6763

NEWSLETTER

Steve Horvitz

P,0O. Box 1701
Coarsegold CA 93614

 work (209) 822-2332
~ home (209) 683-6855

DZRECTGR

Michael thtehea§
P.O. Box 3639
Idviiwild CcA 92349
work (714) 659-2607

~home (714) 659-4478

TREASURER

Kennsth L. Gray

69 Water Glen Crel.
Saoramento CA 95828
work (916) 324-1828
home (916) 386-0527

HIBTORIAN

Al Salzgeber

5511 Calle Arena
Carpenteria CA 93013
home (805) 684-4700

EDUCATION/TRAINING
Ered Jes

P.O. Box 483
Borrego Springs Ca
work (619) 767-5311
home (619) 767-3674

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Gar Salzgeber

861 Merced

Piemo Beach CA 93449
work (805) 549-3343
home (805) 773-3703
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JOHN D. MOTT
120-A CHRISTAL OAKS DR
SCOTTE VALLEY LA 973048
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return completed sheet to Joe McCall at least four
rement date to ensure prompt arrival of CSPRA

?‘éS?QLﬁCTﬁi}%\SS Please
 (4) weeks prior to retis
Qeiwem%aﬁ; ?%g@gé

AEL T0: Joe McCall, Chairperson
| _Qeiﬁ*@é Members committee
9028 Talisman Drive
__ Sacramento, CA 95826
_ (916) 363-7566

 RETIREE'S BACKGROUND
_ Name to appear on plaque:
- Lg@a?zsﬁ Litle, Qgie when hired by DPR as a permanent
. émgﬁ ezi;ee .

. 2;}3%:53 ;fz?gi §f§§?i§§'§f§ a DPR seasonal (if applicable):
_ Total years with DPR:
Eﬁﬁsag 5@%@ %@Q@i%@ﬁ gaﬁ position with DPR:

” %sé@tgi’}ié a{:a:@mg{%zgi’m&ﬁig @sﬁng career:.

The retiree is best 'f?%?%é%m;bfeéeﬁ by co-workers for being;

Name %Sf b?i}iﬁé
Plaque %ﬂsg%gizga sﬁea‘iﬁ refer iﬁ rezsrge as a. Haawer;
Manager; Employes; or__

RETIREMENT PARTY INFORMATION
Time, date, location:

CSPRA member who could present plaque:
Coordinator s name and phone number:

COMMENTS:




