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HE LAST
SIGNIFICANT
EXPANSE OF
UNTOUCHED
WILDERNESS IN THE
CONTINENTAL UNITED
STATES IS RIGHT HERE
IN CALIFORNIA

The Bureau of Land
Management is respon-
sible for managing
millions of acres of
Desert wildlands. Co-
ngressional direc—
tives for management
of the region call
for protection and
conservation of the
area's resources for
future generations.

Instead, the BLM has
opened potential
wilderness to mining
and off-road vehicle
use, impairing their
values Dbefore Con-
gress can consider
their merits for des-
ignation.

The California Desert
Protection League, a
coalition of «citizen
groups, was formed to
preserve the Califor-
nia Desert by seeking
permanent statutory
protection for these
special landscapes.

Pages 4 and 5 feature
the League's activi-

ties and fight in the
protection of the
desert.

AXKE NATOMA LAW
SULT

A law suit chal-
lenging State of Ca-
lifornia plans to al~-
low private develop-
ment in the Folsom
Lake State Recreation
Area was filed Feb
4th in Sacramento
County Superior Court

Bringing the suit
were Frank Cirill of
Sacramento and Ronald
D. Hilbert of Rancho

Cordova plus three
organizations: the
Lake Natoma Rowing
Association Inc.,
River City Paddlers
Inc. and Save the

American River Assoc-
iation Inc. Cirill,
a former Sacramento
county Parks commis-
sioner, is coordin-
ator for the commun-—
ity Task Force to
Stop the commerciali-
zation of Lake Na-
toma.. Hilbert is a
well-known local au-
hority on canoeing
and kayaking.

The suit challenges a
decision by the State
Park and Recreation
Commission last year
to allow a private
campground to be
built in a wildlife
area on Lake Natoma,

the reservoir behind
Nimbus dam on the

THAN TG PFACEC X

ER




DIRECTOR RESIGNS

On behalf of CSPRA I
would 1like to thank
Director Briner, Dep=-
uty Director Tanner,
and special Assis-
tant, Rathbun, for
their dedicated con-
tributions to the
State Park System
during the past four
years. We realize
that life at the top
is mnever easy in
these complex and
politically volatile
times. Our best
wishes go with them
in their future ca-
reers.

JAMES WHITEHEAD
MEMORIAL ANNOUNCED

Last year CSPRA ap-
proached the Depart-
ment with a proposal
to dedicate the main
classroom at Mott
Training Center after
the late James White-
head. It seemed a
fitting tribute to
the former District
Superintendent and
State Parks Commis-
sioner who was well
known for his inspir-
ational speeches on
park philosophy and
values, delivered in

RESIDENT'S MESSAGE

that very room to new
employees.

MANAGEMENT SPEAKS

I recently received
some valuable feed-
back from members in
upper management con-
cerned about posi-
tions the Board of
Directors is  taking
on certain profes-

‘sional issues.To give

management members
the opportunity to
air their concerns, I
have scheduled a man-
ager's roundtable at
the Ventura confer-
ence. Constructive
professional debate
is the key factor in
the dynamic growth of

CSPRA. Qur publi-
cations encourage
contributions with

varying viewpoints.

The annual membership
survey, letters to
the editors, and open
Board meetings, help
create the ‘road map
your ‘elected repre-
sentatives follow.

INSPIRATION, WHERE
ART THOU?

Becoming the head of
any organization nat-

urally leads one to-
ward those inevit-
table, questions:

Who are we?

Where do we go from
here?

How do we get there?

Lee Iacocca saved
Chrysler and wrote a
best-selling book ab-
out:- how he answered
these questions.CSPRA
Presidents aren't 1in
the ~same’  league as

car ~ company execu-
tives ~and potential
Oval Office candi-

dates, but most have
tried their best ¢to
chart a steady course

Looking back over
1986 I would like to
share a few high-

lights, thanks to the
unselfish volunteer
efforts of many of
you.

1) Membership

We are growing! With
a net increase of 77.

2) Public Awareness
Campaign

TURN TO PAGE &
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NATOMA - continued
from page 1

American River in
Rancho Cordova. The
campground is to be
the first phase of a
much larger develop=-
pment “that  could
include 150 RV camp=—-
sites, a store. . and
snackbar, boat rent-
als, and one or more

dinner boats which
would cruise the
lake.

"This is a case  with
statewide im-~
plications,”

Cirill who is
a long time
activist in
local sports
and conser-—
vation groups.
"With this suit, we
will establish a pre-
cedent that says de=
velopers without
planning for such
basic things as how,
for example, sewage
will be disposed of."

The state commission
approved the plan
last August despite
unanimous  opposition
of the Sacramento Co-
unty Board of Super-
visors, the Sacra-
mento County Parks
Commission and most
Legislators elected
from Sacramento Cou-
nty. In Additiomn, the
plan was opposed by
state and local cons-
ervation groups,home~
owner groups, and as-
sociations represen-
ting swimmers, bird-
ders, fishermen and

boaters.

The area in question

is at Nimbus Flat,
ad jacent to Alder
Creek on the south
side of Lake Natoma

between Highway 50
and the 1lake. The
1979 General Plan for
the area calls for it
to remain as a nat-
ural area for passive
use by the public.

other

Among things,

the suit alleges that
approved

the state

plans
opment without fol~-
lowing numetrous req-

uirements of the Ca-
lifornia Environment-
al Quality Act in-
cluding failure to
complete and certify
an environmental im-
pact report without:
Considering how the
project conflicts
with existing plans
for the area; without
planning for sewage
disposal from the
site; without exam—
ining alternate
sites; without din-
specting the area for
rare and endangered

species or providing
protections for a
nearby heron rookery;
without ~adequately
determining traffic
impacts; without ex-
amining conflicts
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for the devel-

with existing uses of
the lake.

Cirill noted that the
lake currently has a
five-mile speed lim-
it. The lake's sur-
face is used chiefly
by swimmers, day
sailers, paddlers,
rowers and fishermen.
In addition to the
proposed develop—
ment's negative im-
pact on existing uses
Cirill noted that the
proposed Nimbus Flat
Campground at Negro
Bar on the
other end of
the lake.

The plain=-
tiffs are
represented
by Sacramento
attourney John Hol-
land.

Their suit alleges
that the state acted
in an "arbitrary and
capricious” manner in
approving the devel-
opment and that a
"prejudicial abuse of
discretion” occurred.

They asked the court
issue an injunction
restraining the state

from taking further
action to allow
development in the

area until steps are
taken to see that any
project is in full
conformity with both

existing plans and
state law. For more
information write

P.0O. Box 191334, Sac-
ramento CA 95819.
+++




0 GENTLE INTO THE DESERT

from the L.A. Times, copyright 1987

"Say "wilderness"” and

certain images come
to mind: mountains,
forests, waterfalls,

lakes, streams, deer,
pack mules. The
impressions are green
and cool and pleasant
Say “"desert" and the
vision is sand, wind,
endless barren waste,
emptiness. It is hot,
brown and oppressive.
But there 1is such a
thing as desert wild-
erness. There are
spectacular granit
peaks in the Cali-
fornia desert, water-—
falls and vast car-
pets of wildflowers.
The desert is home
to multitudes of
plans and animals
including the tor-
toise and bighorn
sheep, the Joshua
tree and the creosote
bush.

Everyone knows the
desert for its sear-
ing,inescapable heat,
but there also are
freezing temperatures
and snowfall. On the
whole, the desert
climate generally is
mild. Silence and
spaciousness are es-
sential ingredients
of the wilderness
experience. Both ab-
ound in the desert.

Southern California
contains 25 million
acres of desert with-
in a day's drive of

the <coastal metrop-—
olitan complex and
its 13 million resi=-
dents. Rarely visited
by most, the Califor-
nia Desert is dest-
ined to become a maj-
or recreational play-
ground.

Californians and Con-
gress. have an oppor-
tunity to plan for
that day and to pro-
vide  key portions of
the desert, a ~dist-
inctly  fragile envi-
ronment, with the
protection it - should
have so it can prop-
erly be appreciated
and enjoyed by future
generations. That
goal would be achie-
ved by the California
Desert Protection Act
sponsored by Sen.
Alan Cranston. The
bill would expand
death Valley and
Joshua Tree national
monuments and elevate
them to national park
status.
«+.The concept has
merit and deserves
support. The exten-
sive amount of wild-
erness proposed will
be controversial, but
opponents will have
ample opportunity to
testify at Thearings

in the months to
come.
...The fragility of

the desert is demon-
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strated by the sur-

viving gouges in the
land of the tanks of
Gen. George Pattons's
Third Army, which
trained in portions
of the proposed Moj-
ave park for the in-
vasion of North Afri-
ca in 1942. But the
desert is so vast and
seemingly hostile and
impregnable, it tends
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erside and San Ber-

nardino counties [
should be a sign that

now is not too soon

to plan for its pro-

tection.”™ ++

Contact Gar Salzgeber
for more information.






PRESIDENT from page—2

it brought state-wide
media attention to
staffing shortfalls
and the overall con-
dition of the State
Park System. It has
forged an alliance of

unions, professional
associations, volun-
teers, and outside

park support groups,
that now serve as a
communications net-
work.

3) SINKYONE WILD-

ERNESS STATE PARK
ACQUISITION
CSPRA was an impor-

tant participant in
promoting the acqui-
sition of coastal
property and old
growth redwood forest
that almost doubles
the size of the
park.

4) STATE PARK COMMIS-
SION

We attended more Com-
mission meetings and
presented more test-

imony than ever be-
fore. We are build-
ing a "watch-dog"
reputation of up-
holding the highest
standards of interp-
retation on Public

Resources Code issues
like advertising,con-
cessions, and resour-
ce protection.

5) ELECTIONS
Our fall elections

garnered the largest
ballot return in our

history.

For 1987 I would 1like
to focus the majority
of our attention on a

major upgrade of our
publications. I hope
to get your support
in finding funding

and . soliciting top
quality contributions

++

ETIRED CSPRA AND

DEPARTMENT SEMI-

ANNUAL GOLF GET
TOGETHER

This year hosts Jim
and jeri Tucker will
be your contact for
the April 22nd and
23rd event.

This year it will Dbe
held at -the Wilcox-
oaks golf course.
Green fees are $15.00

Bring your R.V., cam-
per or trailer and
stay at the Tucker's
ranch near Corning.
Or a local motel.

Notify Jim and Jeri
(916-824-5643) by
april 10th if you
plan on wusing their
ranch.

The program: Tues.
April 21st, arrival
and get-to—gether at
Jim's, the motels,
and Red Barn rest-
urant. Wed. the
22nd, golf time at
11:30 with a 5:00
PM swim and BBQ.
Thurs, the 23rd, Golf
time is 10:00 AM and
awards at the Tuckers
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T. SAN JACINTO'S
d‘ 50TH

ANNIVERSARY

Mt. San Jacinto S.P.
will be celebrating
its 50th anniversary
May 28 - 31. A re-
union weekend is
being planned for
May 30 and 31.

If you'ld 1like to
attend contact Ken
Smith, P.0. Box 252,
Borrego Springs CA
92004. Ken is looking
for former employees
of the park 1f you
know of any, please
pass the word. ++

DD LOTS

Conservation offici-~-
als 1in Illinois have
come up with an unus-
ual T-shirt (describ-
ed as tacky in . some
quarters) to raise
money for its conser-
vation magazine, Out-
door Highlights.

The shirt says,
"State Parks Are For
the Birds."” There's
a white blotch on the
shoulder signifying a
birds's trademark.

A spokesman says the
shirt is one of the

TATE PARK AND
RECREATION
OMMISSION MEETING:
The Commission will
meet on Friday, March
13th at 9 a.m. at the
City Council chan=-
bers, 1900 Lake Tahoe
Boulevard, South Lake
Tahoe. To take action
on the proposed clas~
sification of the
Lake Country Estates
Project; the proposed
plan for a thematic
food service conces=-
sion at Mandalay
State Beach; and pro-
posed renewal of the
General Store and

departments's best~ Gift Shop concession _
EC —~ LAST selling gift items, at 01ld Town San Diego ‘
g CALL! ranking right up State Historic Park.
there with a "State
The 1987  Joint Con- Parks Are For The Any person may pre-
ference, "Pullinng Birds" hat, which sent oral or written
Together™ - is just comes with its own statements, or send!
around the corner: white and gray plas- material directly to
tic bird dropping. the Commission for
March 12th - 15th. +++ consideration. ++

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK RANGERS ASSOCIATION
P.0O. BOX 28366, SACRAMENTO CA 95828
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